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!  
PLACEMAKING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

  

 The SEASREP FOUNDATION invites scholars from Southeast Asia to 
participate in this research project leading to a publication. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 This project explores how Southeast Asian communities are connected to 
the habitat/spaces in which they live. At its core, this research is concerned with 
how different environmental, social, cultural, political, and economic spaces 
have influenced regional worldviews, behavior, lifestyles, ritual, and notions of 
belonging in the region. The recognition that particular spaces (i.e. urban, rural, 
religious, secular, coastal, interior, public, private) can affect social grouping is 
thus a key theme for consideration in this project.  

 At the same time, participants are encouraged to think about how 
Southeast Asian places are (and have been) conceptualized, demarcated, 
shaped, adapted, and reconfigured by local communities. Studies that explore 
the ways particular spaces are changed, modified, and sometimes contested 
highlights the ability and prerogative of communities to shape the environment 
in which they live. How people shape their environment and infuse meaning into 
these spaces is called placemaking. In doing so, the project recognizes not only 
the plurality of social landscapes and the range of contexts in which 
communities have emerged but also how different social groupings over time 
have interacted with space in different ways.  

 This project invites papers that think about how places in Southeast Asia 
are made, focusing on the concepts, ideas, building patterns, rituals, histories 
and lifestyles that give spaces meaning. Participants are encouraged to think 
about not only the processes surrounding placemaking but also the meanings 
and cultural ideas that these places reflect.   

 Papers can focus on a particular group of people (community) and the 
way(s) in which they have created or continue to create a particular place as a 
way of expressing their sense of belonging or identity. Others might think about 
how a particular site or space has been given meaning in different and divergent 
ways and at different points in time to demonstrate contested placemaking. 
These approaches allow scholars to think about placemaking from different 
disciplinary perspectives: historically, anthropologically, geographically, 
aesthetically, materially, spiritually, ritually, and so on. 

 There are a number of approaches to the subject at hand. One is to 
focus on a range of places from the Southeast Asian region that would enable a 
comparison of concepts, means and experiences of placemaking to surface. 
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Another would be to focus on particular types of place such as cities, towns, 
neighborhoods, landscapes, or parks across the region for a more in-depth 
understanding of placemaking from both the standpoint of both concept and 
process. A third approach would be to focus on a particular type of space in the 
environment (forests, lakes, rivers, coastlines) and examine how local 
communities transformed the space into place, in the process adapting to or 
changing their surroundings. The process of placemaking could be across time 
or it could focus on a single period. 
  
CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 
  
 The driving concepts of the project are space, place, and placemaking as 
defined by Willem Van Schendel.  1

Space “refers to the physical, three-dimensional expanse in which we live our 
lives and to aspects such as location, position, proximity, distance, and 
movement.  Space can be mapped, as can our position in it.” Space can be 
defined as the physical context (topographical conditions, environments, 
geographies, ecologies, landscapes and areas) in which peoples have lived. 
Common examples of such environmental spaces might be lowlands, 
highlands, and coastlands.   

Place “is a social concept. Place is created by people: it is lived experiences; it 
is the ways in which people use and imagine space. Social practices make 
places and, in turn, the places we live in become embedded in us.” 

Placemaking “processes are continuous and therefore the histories of places 
matter.  Contemporary places embody earlier versions even if people discount 
them or are unaware of them. There are physical elements: we live with old 
bridges, tunnels, and roads that have reduced distances between locations; our 
predecessors have cleared forests and drained lakes to create today’s 
agricultural land; and old embankments protect us against floods. But 
placemaking involves much more; it encompasses what localities mean to us, 
how we imagine their histories, and what we feel about them. These immaterial, 
subjective elements are just as important.” 

PARTICIPANTS 

 The project coordinator and general editor is Dr. Maitrii Victoriano Aung-
Thwin, Associate Professor of History at the National University of Singapore. 
Interested contributors from the social sciences and humanities are invited to 
submit a concept note of 500-800 words on or before 15 July 2016 to 
seasrep@pldtdsl.net    

 Thirteen contributions will be accepted based on the concept notes and 
the coherence of the proposed topics taken as a whole. Writers will have until 
the first week of March 2017 to submit and present their papers in a roundtable 

 Willem Van Schendel, “Spatial Moments: Chittagong in Four Scenes,” in Eric Tagliacozzo, 1

Helen F. Siu, and Peter C. Perdue (eds.), Asia Inside Out: Connected Places (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 2015), pp. 98-100.
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discussion to be held in the region. The papers to be presented should be from 
6,000-8,000 words including citations, references, and tables, if any, following 
the APA format. 

 The roundtable discussion is intended to: 

• Solicit comments on the papers in order to help the authors improve 
and revise them; 

• Organize the flow of the papers to ensure a cohesive manuscript; and 
• Set deadlines and other editorial policies. 

 After the roundtable, authors are expected to revise their papers, comply 
with the project deadlines, and work closely with Dr. Aung-Thwin and the 
copyeditor. The collaboration between contributors and editors is crucial in order 
to ensure that the manuscript is as polished as possible before it is submitted 
for review to a publisher. Participants in the project are expected to commit to 
such collaboration. 

 For further inquiries, write Dr. Maitrii Aung-Thwin at hismvat@gmail.com

mailto:hismvat@gmail.com

